
MEDIA  RELEASE 
by CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY (CDP) 

 
9 DECEMBER 2011 
 
ANC’s attack on Public Protector unwarranted 
“The ANC’s reprimanding of the Public Protector is a matter of grave concern and a clear indication 
that they still do not properly understand the meaning of  ‘independence and subject only to the 
constitution and the law’.” Says Christian Democratic Party (CDP) leader, Rev. Theunis Botha.  
 
“Although the constitution also stipulates that the Public Protector is accountable to parliament, it is 
clear from the context, that this refers to the annual reporting, and does not overrule the constitutional 
requirement of ‘independence and only subject to the constitution and law’. 
 
“In fact, the constitution requires from all organs of state, which includes parliament, to assist the 
Public Protector in carrying out his/her tasks effectively.  The Public Protector has, from the outside, 
made it clear, that whistle blowers should be properly protected in order to assist in combating 
corruption. Yet, the National Assembly adopted legislation contrary to this request.” 
 
ANC se aanval op Openbare Beskermer ongevraag 
Die ANC se veroordeling van die Openbare Beskermer is ‘n saak van ernstige kommer en ‘n 
duidelike aanduiding dat hulle steeds nie die begrippe van ‘onafhanklikheid en ondergeskik slegs aan 
die grondwet en die reg’, verstaan nie,” sê ds. Theunis Botha, leier van die Christen-Demokratiese 
Party (CDP). 
 
“Alhoewel die grondwet ook bepaal dat die Openbare beskermer verantwoordbaar aan die parlement 
is, is dit uit die konteks duidelik dat na die jaarlikse verslagdoening verwys, en nie die grondwetlike 
bepaling van ‘slegs ondergeskik aan die grondwet en die reg’, tot niet maak nie.  
 
“In teendeel, die grondwet vereis dat alle organe van die staat, dus ook die parlement, die Openbare 
Beskermer moet bystaan om haar werk doeltreffend te doen, en die Openbare Beskermer het dit baie 
duidelik gemaak dat fluitjieblasers behoorlik beskerm moet word om korrupsie die stryd aan te sê. 
Nogtans het die Nasionale Vergadering wetgewing aanvaar wat strydig is hiermee.”  
 
 

 


